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To Swiss Clubs in the Atlanta Consular District (feel free to distribute to members or 
publish on website/media) 

Council of the Swiss Abroad Meeting — 20–21 August, Brunnen (SZ) 

Dear Swiss Club Presidents and Members 

The Council of the Swiss Abroad met in Brunnen on 20 and 21 August. 

The first day included two parallel activities. A group of delegates requested further information 
on financial reporting and auditing. They received a detailed briefing from the finance 
department and the external auditor, BdO, which addressed their questions. 

The remaining delegates took part in workshops on improving digital services for the Swiss 
community and strengthening the financial independence of these offerings. A key conclusion 
was that the current range of digital services is broad but fragmented. The SwissCommunity app 
could play a stronger coordinating role by bringing these services together more effectively. At 
present, however, the app is somewhat broad and difficult to tailor to individual needs. The goal 
would not be to replace local and regional social-media initiatives, but to connect them 
intelligently—potentially with AI-supported personalization—so that each user can access a 
more relevant Swiss platform. 

The evening included meetings hosted by the international sections of the FDP, Die Mitte, GLP, 
and SP, attended by several members of the US delegation. The United States does not yet have 
an SVP section, although discussions are underway to establish one by March next year. 
Members interested in learning more are welcome to contact me. 

The second day was devoted to the statutory meeting of the Council of the Swiss Abroad, with a 
full agenda. 

Important updates were also provided by the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
(FDFA/EDA). One key message concerned young Swiss citizens living abroad: their birth and 
citizenship must be registered with a Swiss authority. A person born abroad who also holds 
another nationality may lose Swiss citizenship at age 25 if their birth has not been registered with 
a Swiss authority in Switzerland or abroad, or if they have not filed to be in the Registry of the 
Swiss Abroad. Families should therefore ensure that children are registered with the responsible 
Swiss representation well before this deadline. The link for the official information is here: 
https://www.eda.admin.ch/de/schweizer-jungbuergerinnen-und-jungbuerger-im-ausland 

Passport renewal was another recurring concern. With the Schengen Entry/Exit System now in 
operation, it is particularly important for Swiss dual nationals to travel using valid Swiss 
identification when entering the Schengen area. Members should check the validity of their 
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Swiss passport—or Swiss identity card—and plan renewals well in advance. Given the limited 
resources of our Consulate General in Atlanta, early planning will become even more important. 

In recent years, the Board and management have received numerous individual motions and 
requests. Some reflected misunderstandings about how a council with advisory roles operates. 
The Council therefore decided to establish a working group to review and modernize its rules 
and regulations. I was elected to this group. 

Another important topic was the reputation of Swiss citizens living abroad within Switzerland. 
There is a perception among some people in Switzerland that Swiss Abroad benefit 
disproportionately from Swiss social institutions. This is not the case: eligibility for Swiss 
benefits depends on contributions made. Swiss Abroad also ease pressure on Swiss social and 
healthcare systems, as they generally do not receive Swiss health insurance or hardship-related 
social support. This misunderstanding needs to be addressed more clearly. Swissinfo recently 
published a short video on the topic: 

https://www.swissinfo.ch/ger/auslandschweizer-gemeinschaft/mit-welchen-vorurteilen-werden-
auslandschweizerinnen-konfrontiert/91936543 

Our US delegation believes that the most effective response to such prejudice is to demonstrate 
the contribution made by the 836,000 Swiss Abroad—including approximately 17,000 in our 
consular district—to Switzerland. Across our eleven Southern states, Swiss companies and Swiss 
entrepreneurs create thousands of jobs. Swiss Abroad who retain property in Switzerland pay 
taxes there, and those living overseas also reduce demand on Switzerland’s social and healthcare 
systems. 

Cordially, 
Chris Stern 
 


